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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 
PCT/CA2004/002102 


c No. I Basis of this opinion 


With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it 
was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 


[ ] This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 
,which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of : 


a type of material 




[ ] a sequence listing 




[ ] table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




[ ] in written format 




[ ] in computer readable form 




c. timeoffilmg/fuxnishing 




[ ] contained in the international application as filed. 




[ ] filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 




[ ] furnished subsequently to this Aumority for me purposes of search. 
3. [ ] In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statement that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 


4. Additional comments : 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/CA2004/002102 



Restatement under Rule 43* & .l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, iuventive step or industrial 
a wSuS citatious and emanations supporting such statement 



; . Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 1-13 
Claims NONE, 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 4_ 



Claims 1-3.5-13 
Claims 1-13 



Claims NONE 



2. Citations and explanations : 
Documents referred to in the following discussion: 

I nventive Step .: ^ ^ftViese claims would have been obvious on 

use of various towing members sucn as cnains „„ m ,: ne tonKue with a first end 

„. , . efert0 me ^ver Shackle Bmc^^ 

g^rdSr^-mp^ , . 

Sengagealntchpmatthe 

hitchpin.andanopemngformedbythecoupnngtongu from m D rD2 only in that 

O^dDabothshowthemamelementsrecited 

a coupling member (3) with a pm (19). To select ataown j» ^ sidUed in the art. 

hich assembly of Dl or D2 would have been an obvious design van 

(Continued in the Supplemental Box) 
' Form PCMSA/237 (Box No. VjC^ry 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Box No. VII Certain defects to t he International application 

The following defects in the form or contents 



International application No. 
PCT/CA2004/002102 



noted : 



ABSTRACT 



, thPCT Rule 81(d) Each main technical feature mentioned in the abstract and illustrated by a 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/CA2004/002102 



B ox No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 



'."he following observations on 
by the description, are made : 



the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported 



CLAIMS 

Claim 1 does not comply with PCT Article 6. The expression "and second aperture" (claim 1 , line 3) should read "and a 
second aperture". 

DESCRIPTION 

however, these reference numbers do not appear in the drawings. 

t age 6, line 20 of the description contains a typographical error. The description refers to "Figures 9 andKT, however, there 
is no Figure 10 in the drawings. — 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/CA2004/002102 



S upplemental Box 
! ::. case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 
Continuation of: Box No. V 
•Weaturesdefinedbyd^ 

: 

' AccoSy, £ S52^5!L- 1-3 and 5-13 does not involve an invenuve step (Arucle 33(3) PCI), 
art, it is not, at the prescribed relevant date, obvious to a person stalled ui the art. 
Industrial Ap plicability. 
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